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Chair’s Report Elizabeth Poskitt
Do you, occasionally when watching a television programme
made some time ago, have a transient thought: ‘Should they be
standing so close together?’ How quickly our lives and concepts
can change. My warmest good wishes that you are in good
health and at least reasonably content in Lockdown.
As you will realise, we have cancelled all our monthly meetings
this side of the ‘summer holidays’. Even if the country has begun
to open up by June, we cannot expect to hold an AGM in the
Coach House in early June and get a reasonable attendance.
Whilst we could hold a ‘virtual’ AGM, the views of the
Committee are that our AGM business is non-urgent and can
wait.
At the time of writing we do not know what we shall do with our
Autumn programme. Obviously, we hope we can return to some
resemblance of ’normal’ in the usual place. However, if some
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A pandemic poem starting
with "and the people stayed
home" written by Kathleen
O’Mara in 1919 during the
Spanish Flu pandemic?

And people stayed home…
And read books and listened
And rested and exercised
And made art and played
And learned new ways of being
And were still
And listened more deeply
Someone meditated
Someone prayed
Someone danced
Someone met their own shadow
And people started thinking
differently …..
And people healed…
And in the absence of people who
lived in ignorant ways
Dangerous, mindless and
heartless….
The earth began to heal
And when when the danger ended
And people found themselves…
They grieved for the dead
And they made new choices
And dreamed of new visions
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degree of social distancing continues, meeting in the Coach
House with social distancing would be difficult and problematic.
Outside lectures in the garden are definitely not suitable –
acoustics, lighting and weather! So, let us see what is or is not
feasible and practical nearer the time. The May visit to
Pembroke Art Gallery and College has been provisionally rescheduled for Tuesday November 17th 2-5 pm in the afternoon.
Pembroke are very much looking forward to our visit.
Last, but by no means least, thank you to the many, many
Friends who have renewed memberships for the 2020/2021
year. It is likely that re-opening the Museum will incur
unbudgeted and additional costs and it is good to know that the
Friends are there to support the Museum. Membership cards
have been sent, let us know if you haven’t received one.
Memberships are still being processed so if you are one of the
few who haven’t re-joined, now is the time – post your cheque
to the Museum!
Programmes will be sent when the future is clearer. Newsletters
and other occasional items will continue. Our web-site,
http://www.FriendsOfTheMuseum.org.uk, will be kept up-todate as the situation develops. We shall keep in touch and, as
Her Majesty told the nation, we shall meet again!
Meanwhile, I wish you good health and perhaps time to roam
the media – paper or virtual – and their ideas for puzzles, new
skills, interesting information and sometimes just
amusement.

And created new ways to live and
heal the earth fully
Just as they had been healed

This poem is being shared
since the world is facing
another pandemic

————————————————————————
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News from the Museum by Carol Anderson: Director of The Oxfordshire Museum
Until COVID-19 arrived the Museum was on track to see another significant increase in annual visitor
numbers, and greater participation in activities, including the very successful adult art drop-ins.
The Museum may be closed, but staff continue to visit to check that the buildings and collection remain safe.
Pests are a potential problem at this time of year and if unchecked can spread rapidly, as any of you who have
experienced a moth infestation will know! Last week Sam Vandegeer (the Museum Services’ conservator)
checked and changed all our pest traps and gave the Museum a clean bill of health.
In addition to the usual fire-bell and a myriad of other regular safety checks and tests, as time allows on their
brief visits to site, staff have been providing a bit of emergency support to the garden, watering pots and
other areas which were particularly vulnerable in the recent drought. Fortunately, the grass cutters are now
back at work too keeping the grass under control. We certainly look forward eagerly to the time when our
fantastic band of volunteer gardeners can return. The wildlife is certainly taking advantage of the peace and
quiet. A very large male pheasant regularly struts his stuff and objects loudly when anyone enters his domain.
We continue business as near usual as possible, working from home on regular tasks such as re-arranging
exhibitions and events, renewing object loans and starting to tackle the ‘to do list’, including jobs such as
archiving and decluttering our electronic storage! Thanks to Alex Woodward, our Assistant Curator, we are
now making greater use of social media to offer virtual peeks into the galleries and collections. Some of the
tweets are quite light-hearted and intended to amuse and entertain people in these difficult times, whilst
others present a challenge – can you complete the online jigsaw? Collections staff based at the Museums
Resource Centre, but currently working from home, are also tweeting about their work and the collections.
Angie Bolton, our Curator of Archaeology, and Ed Caswell the new Finds Liaison Officer, have both been
posting short video clips in which they talk about an object. To see all our recent tweets and sign up to
receive them direct to your device, please visit object_talks .
If you haven’t already, please do join our Museum mailing list to receive the Museum’s electronic newsletter.
The May issue focuses on objects in our collection and the stories they tell. To sign up please go to
mailing_list .
At present the future for us all remains uncertain and challenging, but we look forward to a time when life can
return to a new normal and we are able to ‘meet again’. In the mean time, I hope you and yours remain safe

Spend a few hours with the Ashmolean Museum’s jigsaws. Choose from easy, moderate or difficult! Follow
this link https://www.ashmolean.org/jigsaws
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Now is the time to avoid the crowds and visit these great Museums of the world from the comfort of
your armchair with these virtual tours:
Guggenheim Museum, New York
National Gallery of Art, Washington DC
Musee d’Orsay, Paris
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Seoul
Pergamon Museum, Berlin
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam
Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam
J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles
Uffizi Gallery, Florence
MASP, Sao Paulo
Louvre, Paris

The ‘Young Rembrandt’ exhibition at the Ashmolean museum, 10 years in the making, was forced to
close after a few weeks due to corona virus. The curator, An Van Camp presents a virtual tour of the
exhibition here https://www.ashmolean.org/youngrembrandt

Oxfordshire Museum Service are hoping to purchase two late 3rd century
Roman coin hoards found by metal detectorists near Bicester.
More info: museum_support
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More ideas for lockdown from Carol Anderson
Courtesy of Age Concern we have been reminded that there are
some great resources online for virtual visits to National Trust
properties 360° Panoramic Virtual Tours, from local sites at Hidcote
and Chastleton House (video tour via Twitter) to further afield at the
Giants Causeway. You can explore from the comfort of your home
which is quite appealing on these long days! You can also browse the
National Trust’s extensive collections here

More photos of the
Museum Garden

If you are tempted to do a bit of research into aspects of
Oxfordshire’s past a new digital resources for Oxfordshire history is
now available. Previously only available in Oxfordshire History Centre
and Libraries, the refreshed www.oxfordshirehistory.org.uk website
brings together, under a single easy-access portal, digitised content
from Oxfordshire History Centre and useful websites for local history
and family history research. Content ranges from old trade and street
directories to photos of First World War casualties, and from a
Victorian Oxford buildings index to early printed maps of the county.
The History Centre is making freely available for the first time the
complete set of digitised colour tithe maps of over 150 Oxfordshire
parishes – https://bit.ly/ohc_tithe. I’ve already taken a look at the one
from Ascott, its fascinating.
We have sent out the May issue of the museum e-news which will
take you behind the scenes to discover what we are up to whilst
beavering away at our kitchen tables. If you don’t already receive a
copy please sign up to receive this and subsequent issues by
following the link at
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/
museums/oxfordshire-museum
Quarantine through Art – Artists’ views of the current lockdown –
soon may it all be over!

https://friendsoftom.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
Quarantine_through_art.mp4
The BBC’s arts page can be found here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
Philip Mould (Fake or Fortune!) has created a charming set of youtube videos of art-works in his Cotswold house. The first one can be
found here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoqTM4IljJM
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